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EXAMINER 



NAKHJAVAN.SHERVmX 



ARTimiT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2621 

DATE MAILED: 06/28/2003 



1 AFPUC^TIONNO, | nUNODATE | RRST NAMED INVENTOR 


1 ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | 


CONFIRMATION NO. | 


1 5,577 07/1 3/2000 Tomoyuki Miyuhila 
TITLE OF liaVEMnON: IMAGE PROCESSING APPARATUS AND METHOD, AND STORAGE MEDIUM 


* 862.C1952 


4284 


1 APPtN.TYPE 1 SMALL ENTITY | ISSUE FEE | PUBUCA710N FEE 


1 TOTAL FEE(S> DUE | 


»^ DATCDUE 1 


aonppovisional NO $1400 SO 


S1400 


09/28/2005 



THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSEqUTION ON THE MERITS IS IXOSED- THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPUCANT. SEE 37 CFR 1J13 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN IHB££ MQiIiIH& PROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS 
STATUTORY ££BIQfi CANNOT SE EXTENDED . SEE 35 U.S.C. 151: THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATEJ) ABOVE 
FLEC1 



REFLECTS A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-85B (OR 
AN EQUIVALENT) MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL 
BE REGjiRDED AS ABANDONED. 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review! (he SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 



If the SN ^L EN TITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the jstatus is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above, j 

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box Sb on Part B - 
Fe<s) Trjmsmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice; (he amount or the ISSUE FEE shown above, or 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 



A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 

B. If applicant claimed SMALL .ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY siatus, check box 5a on Pan B.* Fee(s) 
Tiansmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 
the ISSUE FEE shown above. 



n. PARTlB - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if Che fee(8) have already been paid. Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and returned. If you are charging the fee(5) to your deposit account, section "4b*' of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
complete^ and an extra copy of the fbmi should be submitted 

I 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communicat'ons prior to issuance to 
Mail StO|j ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORtANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenfljnce fees. It is patentee*s responsibility to ensure timdy payment of maintenance fees when dne. 
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMmAL 



ith applicable fee(8), to: MaU 



or Fax 



INSTRUCTIONS: This fonn should ^w.usf^ for 
aicatol ui^ess eonected betow or directed otherwise 




0$S14 



7590 



FITZPATRICK CELLA HARPER & SCINTO 
30 ROCKEFEaER PLAZA 
NEW yORK, NY 10112 



MaU Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

(703) 74M0OO ] 

through S should be compSeicd where 
^ the concnt corttipondcocc address as 
intiiatins a tepantc "FEE ADDRESS* for 

Note: A ccrtiricate of mtUtog cm ooty be uted fy ^S^^^^^JJ^o 
Fee(s) THnsmittal. This certificate canWrt be used for any oiher «ccoaipanying 
pSrl. SSiaStional paper, wch as.an aiaignroeni or formal drawing, must 
Give its own certificate of mailuiK or tonanusion. 

Certillcata of MaiUng or Transffllsdon 

I hereby cotilV that this Fecfs) TianimittBl is bemg dwaited with the Uiuied 
Sta^(»n1 Service with sufficient pMtege fbr first class ouil m an oivelope 
Addressed to the Mail Siro ISSUE FEE address thoye, or boM ftesumte 
transmitted to the USPTO fTO3^ 74M00O. on the date mdieated below. 



(Doc) 



APPLia-nONNO. 



FILINODATE 



RRST NAMED INVENTOR 



1 ATTORNEY DOCKET WO. | CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/6 1 5,577 07/13/2000 Tomoyuki Miyashita 

TITLE OF fl^rVENHON: IMAGE PROCESSING APPARATUS AND METHOD, AND STORAGE MEDIUM 



862.CI952 



4284 



APPLN.TYPE 
nonp^isional 



I SMALLENTITY | ISSUEFEE | PUBUCATION FEE | TOTAL FEE(5) DUE | PATE 

iJS S1400 so $1400 o5™ 



SDUE \ 
09/28/2005 



EXAMINER 



I 



ART UNIT 



CLASS-SUBCLASS 



: NAKHJAVAN, SHERVW K 



2621 



382.100000 



I . Change oTcotrespondeace address or mdicatioa of "Fee Address" (37 
CFRI.f63)i 

□ Change of concsMnderce address (or Change of Conespordeoce 
AddressTo:DiPTO/SB/122) attached. 

Q *'Fee Address" indicadon (or "Fee Address' indication foixn 
PTO/SB(47; Rev 03-02 or more rrcent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Numben Is required. 



2. For printing on the paUnt front page, list 

(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or Bgenb OR. alternatively, 

(2) the name of a single finn (having as a member a 
registered attcmey or agenO and the names of up to 
2 reoster^ patent attorneys or agents. If no name is- 
listed/no name will be printed. 



3^ 



3 ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identiHcd below, no assigrice data will appear on the patent If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
recSf^n^ scifortir^ Completion of Uus form is NOT a subslituie for filing an assignment 

(A)NA!ilE OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 



Please chec|( (be appropriate assignee category or cat^ories(wlUoQl be printed on the patent): Qlndivldual Q Corporation or other private gionp entity □Government 



4a. The follbwing fee(a) are enclosed: 
QlssuejFce 

Q Pubt^oa Fee (No small entity discount permitted) 
Q Advice Order • #ofC>)pics 



4b. Peymoit of Fec(s): 

Q A check bi the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed. 

□ payment by crcdk card FoffliPTO-2038 isfitlached. 

□ The Director is hereby eulhoriied by charge tiie retired fee(s), or credit any oveiMymcol. to 
Deposit Account Number (enclose an estiB copy of this fom>> 



5. Change b Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

□ a. ARplicant dslms SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1 21 



□ b. AppHcant is no longer dalmmg SMALL EtntTY statos. See 37 CTR 1 .27(g)(2). 



interest as shown by tite records of the Untted States Patent and Trademaric Office. 



Authorujed Signature . 



Date. 



Typed o| printed name . 



Registration No. . 



TTiis coUcciSon of lafoimatton is required by37 CFR I Jl 1. T 
an appUca^n. CoofideaUality o governed>y 35 Vi?£rJ^ 
sabinitting The completed appllcauon form w the USPTO. Ti 
this form and/or suj 



f 37 CFR I J1 1. The infonnation is required to obtain c 

, 35 US.C 122 and 37 CFR 1 .14. This eollection is 

completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary dqpcndmg upon (be 

BOX 1450 Ale^sSS^^ 

Alesandriij Virginia 223lf.l450. . ^ , ^ 

Under the Pfeperwoik Reduction Act of 1S95, no pcrsoDS are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displayi a valid 0MB control number. 



im?wiU^w'dcpendi*ul^ fridividual casa Ai^ comments on Jjw snwunt of time you rwire (b comple 
I scrrt tl^^i& to^^ Officer, U.S. Patent and TretoaAp5ii»,^.S. D^ 



PTOL-85 (jlev. 12/04) Approved for use OuDugh 04/30/2007. 



0MB 065 1-0033 U^. Paioit and Tradaraik Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Received: 6/30/05 ie:00; 

06/30/05 ISlia.. E4X 703 308 5397 




703 30e 5397 -> Nath and Associates PLLC; Page A 
USPTO WG 2620 @004 



V J85 ff^^^^ Pateot and Trademark OmcE 



UNITVD STATES DEPAATMUa OP COMMEACE 
UaUcd Sues Patni t tod Trtdcmirt Onkc 
ffiSBflSaONER FOR PATCKTS 



I ATTORyEY POCKET KG. j COWnRKUnOWWO. | 



APPLICATION NO. 



HUNO DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



09/615^77 



07/13/2000 



Tomoyuld MiyuhiU 



0Mt4 7590 OtiWZOOS 

FTTZPATRICK CELLA HARPER & SONTO 
30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 
NEW VORK, NY 10112 



86ZC1952 



4284 
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EXAMINER 



NAXHJAVAN, SHERVIN K 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



DATE MAILED: 0S/3B/30O5 



i 

I Determination of Pateat Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

I (application filed on or after May 29» 2000) 

i 

The Patent Tenn Adjustment to date is 946 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing, date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Tenn Adjustment will be 946 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
detemiijies Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain moie detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval 
(PAIR)|WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Tenn Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (57 1) 272-7702, Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 

! 
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^^^o(jc^^ ^Allowability 


Application No. 

09/615.577 


Applicant(s) 

MIYASHITAET AL 


Examiner 

Shervin Nakhjavan 


Art Unit 

2621 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on f/ie cover shoot with the correspondence address- 
Mi claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . S This communication is responsive to an RCE and an amendment receh/ed on 5-4-04 . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 1 and 4-28 . 

3. M The drawings filed on 13 July 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a) la All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. 13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3, □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review { PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying Indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such In the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's connment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

Paper NoVMail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. |3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

of Biological Material 9. □ Other . 



U.S. Patent and TrademarK Office 
PTOL-37 (Rev. 1-04) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20050624 



Application/Control Number: 09/61 5,577 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2621 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: claims 1 , 4-28 
allowed because, the prior art of record specifically Adier et al. (US 6,088,123) falls to 
specifically teach making each coefficient of a two dimensional mask having a blue 
noise characteristic correspond to respective bit information ofttie additional 
information, each coefficient being represented In multi-level to identify a priority for 
embedding the bit information of the additional information and modulating the image 
data, in accordance with coefficients of the mask, on the basis of a positional 
relationship obtained by assigning the two-dimensional mask onto the inriage as a 
correspondence result, thereby embedding the bit information in the image data of 
claims 22, 24, 25, 26, 27 and 28 combined with other features and elements of the 
claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Contact information 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shervin Nakhjavan whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7395. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday ft"om 8:00 
am to 5:30 pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta, can be reached at (571 )272-7453. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner for Patents 



Application/Control Number: 09/615,577 
Art Unit: 2621 
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P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 for formal communications, 

Hand delivered responses: (Federal Express (Fed Ex),UPS,DHL, Laser, 
Action, Purolater, etc.) 



United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Tech center 2600 customer service office (571) 272-2600. 



Shervin Nakhjavan-^^.jL). 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2621 
June 24, 2005. 
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